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Center: BAU, College of Arts and Design of Barcelona / University of Vic - Central
University of Catalonia

Course: Architecture and Urban Sketching

Programme: Arts and Design

ECTS credits: 6

Duration: 45 hours

Language of Instruction: English

Instructors:

Course Description

This course combines the study of architecture and art history with the practice of urban
sketching. Set in the vibrant city of Barcelona, students will explore its rich artistic and
architectural heritage, from the iconic works of Antoni Gaudi to cutting-edge
contemporary design. The course includes guided tours of landmark sites, excursions to
culturally significant neighborhoods, and hands-on sketching sessions that capture the

essence of Barcelona’s urban landscape.

Prerequisites

None

Attendance policy

Attendance is mandatory for all classes, including study visits. Any exams, tests,
presentations, or other work missed due to student absences can only be rescheduled
in cases of certified medical or family emergencies. If a student misses more than three
classes in the course half a letter grade will be deducted from the final grade for each

additional absence. Seven absences from the course will result in a Fail grade.
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Course Objectives

By the end of this course, students will:

To provide an in-depth understanding of Barcelona’s architectural and artistic
history.

To introduce and refine urban sketching techniques for capturing architecture and
urban environments.

To develop an appreciation for the relationship between historical and
contemporary design.

To engage students in experiential learning through guided tours and on-site
sketching.

To foster personal artistic expression inspired by Barcelona’s cultural and
architectural identity.

Learning Outcomes

Upon completing this course, students will be able to:

Demonstrate knowledge of Barcelona’s key architectural and artistic movements,
from modernism to the present.

Apply urban sketching techniques to document architectural and urban details
effectively.

Analyze the interplay between historical and contemporary architecture in urban
design.

Produce a sketchbook portfolio that reflects a deep engagement with Barcelona’s
architectural and artistic heritage.

Articulate insights about Barcelona’s cultural history through written reflections
and discussions.

Method of Presentation

Lectures: Introduction to architectural and artistic movements, key figures, and

urban design principles.

Guided Tours and Excursions: Visits to significant sites, including Sagrada

Familia, Park Guell, Gothic Quarter, and more.
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- Sketching Sessions: On-site urban sketching workshops with instructor

guidance.
- Studio Time: Group critiques and development of sketching techniques.

- Discussions: Reflection on the interplay between architecture, history, and

artistic practice.

Field of Study
This course integrates the fields of:
< Art and Architecture

« Art History and Urban Studies

« Drawing and Sketching Techniques

Required Work and Assessment Methods

» Sketchbook Portfolio (40%): A collection of sketches from weekly sessions and
excursions.

» Reflection Essays (20%): Written reflections on specific architectural sites and
their cultural significance.

» Final Project (30%): A comprehensive piece or series synthesizing architectural
insights and sketching techniques.

« Participation and Engagement (10%): Active involvement in guided tours,

discussions, and workshops.



BAU, COLLEGE
/su StUdy Abroad OF ARTS & DESIGN
INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMMES BARCELONA

2
9 uvIC |uvic-ucc

Course Contents
Week 1: Introduction to Barcelona’s Architectural History
- Overview of Barcelona’s artistic and architectural evolution.

« Lecture: From Roman origins to modernist masterpieces.

Week 2: Sketching Foundations and Urban Observation
- Basics of urban sketching: Perspective, line, and composition.

«  Workshop: Sketching architectural details in the Gothic Quarter.

Week 3: Gaudi and Catalan Modernism
- Exploration of Gaudi’s life, philosophy, and works.

- Tour and sketching: Sagrada Familia and Park Guell.

Week 4: The Modernist Movement in Context
« Other Catalan modernist architects: Doménech i Montaner and Puig i Cadafalch.

- Tour and sketching: Hospital de Sant Pau and Casa de les Punxes.

Week 5: The Gothic Quarter and Barcelona’s Medieval Legacy
- The role of medieval architecture in shaping modern Barcelona.

- Tour and sketching: Cathedral of Barcelona and Plaga del Rei.

Week 6: Barcelona’s Urban Transformation
- lldefons Cerda’s Eixample plan and the city’s urban renewal.

- Tour and sketching: Passeig de Gracia and Casa Batllo.

Week 7: Montjuic and Barcelona’s Cultural Venues
« Modernism meets internationalism: 1929 International Exposition.

- Tour and sketching: MNAC (National Art Museum of Catalonia) and Poble
Espanyol.

Week 8: Contemporary Architecture in Barcelona
- From the 1992 Olympics to today: Frank Gehry, Jean Nouvel, and more.

« Tour and sketching: Torre Glories and the Forum.

Week 9: Artistic Movements Beyond Architecture
« The influence of Picasso, Mird, and Dali on Barcelona’s cultural identity.
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+ Tour: Picasso Museum and Fundacié Joan Miro.

Week 10: Waterfront Renewal and Public Spaces
- Barcelona’s relationship with the sea and public space.

- Tour and sketching: Barceloneta and Parc de la Ciutadella.

Week 11: Sketching Modern Landscapes
- Urban parks and their integration with architecture.

- Tour and sketching: Park de la Creueta del Coll and Park del Laberint d’'Horta.

Week 12: Capturing Light and Atmosphere in Sketching
- Advanced sketching techniques: Shading, color, and texture.

» Workshop: Sunset sketching at Bunkers del Carmel.

Week 13: The Future of Barcelona’s Architecture
- Sustainable design and urban innovation in Barcelona.

« Tour: Barcelona Superblocks and eco-architecture examples.

Week 14: Studio Work and Final Project Preparation
» Refining sketches and integrating themes for the final project.

- Peer critique and instructor feedback.

Week 15: Final Presentation and Portfolio Review
« Presentation of sketchbook portfolios and final projects.

- Group discussion: Reflection on Barcelona’s artistic and architectural identity.
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Required Reading
* Hughes, R. (2004). Barcelona: The Great Enchantress. Knopf.
» Gausa, M. (2013). Barcelona. Modern Architecture Guide. ACTAR.

Additional Resources
Sketching Books:

« Urban Sketching Handbook: Architecture and Cityscapes by Gabriel

Campanario.

« Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain by Betty Edwards

Documentaries and Films:
» Antonio Gaudi (1984) by Hiroshi Teshigahara
» Bicycle, Spoon, Apple (2010) — Documentary on Catalan artist Joan Miré.

Online Resources:
< Barcelona Architecture Walks: www.barcelonarchitecturewalks.com

e Official website for Gaudi’s works: www.casabatllo.es


http://www.barcelonarchitecturewalks.com/
http://www.casabatllo.es/

